DEFINITIONS                '              5?5
Whereas the passive form of phantasy not infrequently
bears the stamp of morbidity or at least some trace of
abnormality, active phantasy belongs to the highest form
of psychic activity. For here, in a converging stream,
flow the conscious and unconscious personality of the
subject into a common and reconciling product. A
phantasy thus framed may be the supreme expression
of the unity of an individual; it may even create the
individual by the consummate expression of its unity.
(Cf. Schiller's concept of the "aesthetic disposition").
As a general rule, passive phantasy is never the expression
of an individuality that has achieved unity, since, as
already observed, it presupposes a considerable degree
of dissociation, which in its turn can result only from an
equally strong opposition between the conscious and the
unconscious. Hence the phantasy that breaks through
into consciousness as the result of such a state, can never
be the perfected expression of a united individuality, but
only the prevailing standpoint of the unconscious person-
ality. The life of St Paul is a good example of this: his
conversion to the Christian faith corresponded with an
acceptance of the hitherto unconscious standpoint and a
repression of his previous anti-Christian point of view
which latter soon became noticeable in his hysterical fits.
Hence, passive phantasy must always require a conscious
criticism, if it is not to substantiate the one-sided stand-
point of the unconscious antithesis. Whereas active
phantasy, as the product, on the one hand of a conscious
attitude which is not opposed to the unconscious, and, on
the other, of unconscious processes which do not maintain
an antithetic so much as a compensatory relation to
consciousness, does not require this criticism, but merely
understanding.
As with the dream (which is merely passive phantasy)
a manifest and a latent meaning must be distinguished also